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british
leafminers

Speci es to look for in June Do keep a note of the particular thistiou
find the mhes on and if you are fortunate

Lep: Gelechiidae enough to locate one utilising another plant
speciesdo consider breeding the moth
(i) Scrobipalpa acuminatella through and please send a photo to:
s.palmerl12(at)btopenworld.com of the
35.109 Scrobipalpa acuminatella Gelechiid Recording Scheme.

Records max of 350 in week 21

The mines appear asdiinctive, often large,
pale blotches on the leaves, sometimes with
more than one larva per leaf. It is initially an
obvious upperside mine over the midrib,
usually near the base of the leaf. As the mine
expands it branches sideways into the leaf
blade D both left and right of the central
portion of the mine.
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Map produced using MapMate

This larva can bund in most areas where

the larval foodplants occur, such as rough or
broken groundfootpaths androadside
vergesbanks, rough meadows, edges of fields
and parkland etc.

Larval foodpblants inclue variousCarduusand
Cirsiumspecies(thistles) and on one occasion,
in Scotland, it was found minirigussilago
farfara (colt'sfoot). An intriguing report of

the larva mining a sowhistle species a few
years ago unfortunately remains
unconfirmed.
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The larva, particularly when small, often Dip: Agromyzidae

positions itself above the midrib when not

feeding and can be difficult to spothe larva This month we have three Agromyzids to find
is shown below: in and onyour garden Aquilegias

(i) Phytomyza aquilegiae:

This leaf miner forms large, whitish, blotches
on the leaf, whicltan have a slight greenish
tint:

Photo ©Ben Smart

This species is widespread and common
throughout most of the British Isles although

it appears to be less common the further west
you go. Perhaps larval searches might produce
more records in both Ireland and Northern
Ireland?

Althougha very scarce motiScrobipalpa
pauperellamay possibly mine in a similar
manner onCirsium palustrémarsh thistle) in
Britain (it has been reared from this plant in
Finland). Attempts to confirm this at the main
site for this moth in England have so far
proved negative. Maybe more breeding
through ofS. acuminatellanines on this plant
across the UK will help towards resolving this
issue in the British Isles?

© Steve Palmer

Further details:

Gelechiid Recording Scheme:

Photos ©Rob Edmunds

https://www.gelechiid.co.uk/

Although not as common dke next species
we discuss, it is still frequently encountered in
gardersand parksbecoming scarcer in the
north;
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Phytomyza aquilegiae

Photos ©Rob Edmunds

This is a relatively common and widespread
species and can often be abundant where it
does occur. Its distribution is shown below;

Map © National Agromyzidae Recording
Scheme

(ii) Phytomyza minuscula:

Thisleaf minerforms short linear mines with
the frass inconspicuous blacktripes:

Map © National AgromyzidaRecording
Scheme



